Obstetric decision-making and the late and moderately preterm infant.
The decision of when to deliver a patient for medical or obstetric complication directly affects the neonatal outcome. When the fetus is in danger due to suspected utero-placental insufficiency, the decision to deliver is thought to benefit the neonate. However, the opposite may be true when a normally developing fetus needs to be delivered for a maternal indication such as a persistently bleeding placenta praevia. These decisions are made daily by obstetric providers. The following is a review of obstetric decision-making for moderate and late preterm pregnancies.